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It hardly seems possible tha t  this issue marks the beginning of the fifth year of the  Depot 
Dispatch. The first  issue was published in June 1981. That inaugural issue announced the  
formation of the  Friends of Goleta Depot, called for donations of building supplies, and reported 
tha t  Ron Negus, new owner of Coleta Chevron Service at Hollister Ave. and Los Carneros Rd., 
had pledged to donate one cent  to t h e  Save-the-nepot effor t  for every gallon of gas  pumped on 
weekends during the month of June. Of such things was the Goleta Depot Project formed! 

There were 12 issues of the Dis tch  published in both 1981 and 1982. For the past two 
years, the  newsletter was publishe d--- quarterly. Thus, this is the 33rd issue of the Depot Dispatch. 

TRACK PROJECT UPDATE The long-awaited track construction project is finally building UD 
a head of steam. We have located a source for t he  track materials and should begin receiving 
shipments in the near future. The total  coat will be $9,000. It may interest you t o  know tha t  
t he  project will involve 780 f ee t  of rail (22,000 Ibs) and 400,000 Ibs. of crushed rock ballast. For 
those who have not seen the Depot M q t e r  %Plan, the  project will involve two pieces of t rack in 

main line and 6 house trerck, connected by an operational switch. 
nated the grading tha t  was needed to accommodate- t h e  

ie uaw, rar making f i f ~ f W b l e 7 0 n i f i u t i o n  -6ssible. 
a grant to cover a portion of the $9,000 needed for  the 

in .still-need t o  cqme in the form of smaller donations.' To 
raise this  money, we  will be devoting all  funds from this year's Asphalt Regat ta  to the  t rack fund. 

If a l l  goes according to plan, we should have the  track installed by the end of summer. We 
have already begun arranging to have hand-car rides for Depot Day, scheduled for  Oct. 20. 

ASPHALT REGATTA The Fourth Annual Institute for American Research Asphalt Regat ta  is 
set for  Saturday, April 20. The event will again be held at Goleta Beach Park, beginning at 10 
a.m. This year, all  proceeds from the walk/jog/bike-a-thon will go toward the  depot track 
construction project. 

To stimulate donations, we  will be erecting a plaque which will list the names .of all sponsors 
pledging $25 or more. All participants and sponsors giving $100 or  more will receive special 
recognition on the plaque. 

If you can participate in the Regatta,  please contact  Phyllis Olsen at the lnj t i tute  (964-3549) 
any weekday afternoon. Those already signed up include: Gene Allen, Gene Boswell, Rob 
Burtness, Lynnda Chavez, Gary Coornbs, Heather Coombs, Anna Dato, Marie Harden, Paul Heuston, 
Ralph and Charlotte hdoore, Ron and Christine Negus, Phyllis Olsen, Lee and SwzanG-polansky, 
Nancy Ried and Mark Whelan. 

If you would like to support the track project as a sponsor, please select a participant (among 
those listed above) to  support, then fill out the coupon on the  reverse and return with your 
tax-deductiMe-&r@im. --a - ---. -. - -. 
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MODEL TRAIN EXHIBIT Our other big museum project for 1985 is also now under way. ' 

Under the supervision of Bill Everett, a group of Goleta Dept railroad modelers has been formed 
and construction work has begun on the museum's HO-scale railroad exhibit. The 375 square foot 
layout will depict the  Santa Barbara and Goleta areas during the first half of the  20th Century. . 

W e  are very pleased to announce that the Alice Tweed Tuohy Foundation has underwritten the 
total costs of the model railroad exhibit, with a generous two-year grant of $4,200. According to %_ 

project supervisor Bill Everett, the  model layout should first be open to the public on Depot Day ', 
'85, on Sunday, Oct. 20. . + 

NEW MUSEUM DISPLAYS Thanks to  Bilk Shrives for building a stylish oak frame to display i::: . , 
an old Southern Pacific Lines system map, donated by James McCulloch. The map now hangs ' . 
proudly on the south wall of the freight office. Thanks also t o  Perry and Bonnie Adams for,?; !' . 
getting us a 1985 SOP. calendar for the freight office. 

a ride, you may call the  Institute office (964-3549) weekdays. We will try t o  coordinate a car .: 
pooling effort. It is a four-hour drive, so you should expect to  stay over a t  least one night. L 1 

:1 
MEMBERSHIP EXCHANGE W e  would like t o  exchange memberships with other railway . '  
organizations, for the purpose of sharing newsletter information, so we will be better able t o  f 
inform our members of other groups* events, while at the  same time spreading information about ',' 
our events and museum offerings. You can help us, if you belong to another organization, by ,' 

asking an officer or director whether an exchange of memberships !or newsletters) is possible. ' .  

BOOKSHOP ITEMS New additions to  the museum bookshop include "Last Train Out of Los 
Olivosw ($2.12), flHistoric Houses of Californian ($8.43), "Historic Country Inns of Californiaw 
($9.49), and nLos Angeles from the Days of the Pueblow ($8.43). Any of these tit les may be 
ordered by mail for the amounts shown (which include sales tax). There is no shipping charge. 
Orders with payment should be sent to: Institute for American Research, 300 N. Los Carneros Rd, 
Goleta, 931 17. 

The bookshop also now carries a selection of metal ,sign reproductions. Rail fans will be 
particularly interested in the full-size "Railway Express Agencyw and "Wells Fargo Co." signs. 

,.--- 
- MEMBERSHIP ~ f e w - m m d e r s  still have not rcnewed"f6r 1985. Plea& check fR?mailing la- 

an the front of the newsletter. A red mark indicates that  you have not renewed your 
membership. If you do not have a copy of the renewa! application, call Phyllis Olsen a t  the 
Institute office (964-3549) any weekday afternoon, or send in a check for $5 ($10 for Sustaining 
Members and $25 for Patrons) with your name and address. 

WEI MUSEUM HOURS The Goleta Depot Railroad Museum is now open Monday thru Saturday 
from 1 to 4 p.m. Admission is by donation. Free docent-guided tours are  offered Thursdays and 
Saturdays, at 3 p.m. Reservations should be made for groups by calling the Institute office. The 
museum is closed on Sundays and most holidays. yr - 

AGENTS GROUP ESTABLISHED The museum is being staffed on Saturdays by a new 
volunteer group called depot agents- The name *fagentst* was selected because the  person on duty 
is responsible for many of the same activities that  the Southern Pacific agent was required to do. 
In the future, for example, when you drive by the depot, you will always be able to  tell if the  
museum is open by the fac t  that the semaphore order boards will be raised in the ltstation open -- 
all trains stop" position. Raising and lowering the boards is just one of the depot agents many 
daily tasks. 

If you would be interested in training to  become an agent, please cah  Gary Coombs a t  
964-3549, weekdays. 

I would like to support the Goleta Depot track construction project. Enclosed please find my 

check for $ payable to "Goleta Depot Track Fund." 

I would like to  sponsor in the Asphalt Regatlta. 


