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Santa Barbara Rail Centennial - -  
T h i s  y e a r  i s  t h e  1 0 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  

o f  t h e  coming of  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t o  S a n t a  
B a r b a r a .  Pe rhaps  no e v e n t  s i n c e  t h a t  
phenomenal y e a r  o f  1887 h a s  had such  a  
p ro found  impact  on t h e  development  o f  
t h e  c i t y  and t h e  a r e a  a s  t h e  comple-  
t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  S o u t h e r n  P a c i f i c  
l i n e  t o  S a n t a  B a r b a r a .  

The g r e a t  e v e n t  was marked by t h e  
a r r i v a l  of  e x c u r s i o n  t r a i n s  f rom t h e  
s o u t h ,  p o u r i n g  i n t o  t h e  c i t y  on August 
20,  t h e  day o f  i n a u g u r a l  s e r v i c e ,  
c a r r y i n g  p a s s e n g e r s  from Los Angeles  
and n e a r e r  towns ,  i n  numbers r i v a l i n g  
t h e  e n t i r e  S a n t a  B a r b a r a  p o p u l a t i o n .  

To c o i n c i d e  w i t h  t h e  C e n t e n n i a l ,  
t h e  G o l e t a  Depot R a i l r o a d  Museum w i l l  
b e  c o m p l e t i n g  i t s  own r a i l  l i n e ,  t h e  
l o n g - a w a i t e d  1 / 8 - s i z e  l i v e - s t e a m  t r a c k  
a round  t h e  depot  p r o p e r t y .  And, i n  
c e l e b r a t i o n ,  we w i l l  b e  o f f e r i n g  r i d e s  

SP Engineer J i m  McEntire g ives  h i s  
son, Doug, a t u r n  on Depot Day '86. 

t o  t h e  p u b l i c  e v e r y  S a t u r d a y  a f t e r n o o n  
i n  J u l y  and August f rom 1 t o  4 p.m. We 
hope t h a t  a l l  members can  j o i n  i n  t h i s  
momentous o c c a s i o n  and w i l l  b r i n g  a l l  
o f  t h e i r  f r i e n d s .  

F r e e  t i c k e t s  f o r  t h e  1 / 3 - m i l e  r i d e  
w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e ,  b e g i n n i n g  J u l y  6 ,  
a t  l o c a l  b u s i n e s s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  J o e  
Redford  Toyo ta ,  Hobby Depot ,  Cen tu ry  
2 1  Coas t  P r o p e r t i e s  ( ~ o n t e c i t o ) ,  Oak 
Depot ,  Pendulum F a i r e ,  B e n n e t t  ' s 
E d u c a t i o n a l  M a t e r i a l s ,  G o l e t a  Chevron ,  
F o r e v e r g r e e n  ( S a n t a  B a r b a r a  o n l y ) ,  and 
La Tienda  d e l  P r e s i d i o .  No p u r c h a s e  i s  
n e c e s s a r y ,  b u t  you must be  1 8  y e a r s  o f  
a g e .  L i m i t  one t i c k e t  p e r  v i s i t .  

A l so  f o r  t h e  C e n t e n n i a l  c e l e b r a -  
t i o n ,  t h e  museum w i l l  h ave  a  d i s p l a y  
i n  t h e  main ha11  o f  t h e  S a n t a  B a r b a r a  
P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  t h r o u g h o u t  Augus t .  

Reade r s  who want t o  l e a r n  more 
a b o u t  t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  coming may wi sh  
t o  f o l l o w  S t e l l a  R o u s e ' s  d a i l y  " In  Old 
S a n t a  Ba rba ra"  column i n  t h e  News- 
P r e s s .  The f l l O O  Years  Agoff s egmen t  h a s  
b e e n c a r r y i n g  much h i s t o r i c a l  i n fo rma-  
t i o n  on t h e  p r o g r e s s  of  " t h e  road . l f  

School Excursion Completed - -  We a r e  
proud t o  announce t h a t  t h e  museum h a s  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  o r g a n i z e d  and gu ided  a  
s p e c i a l  r a i l r o a d  t r i p  f o r  s t u d e n t s  
f rom La P a t e r a  E lemen ta ry  S c h o o l .  
P a s s e n g e r s  on t h e  1 0 0 - m i l e  j o u r n e y  t o  
San L u i s  Obispo were  P h y l l i s  O l s e n ,  
Gary Coombs, and 53 s t u d e n t s ,  t e a c h -  
e r s ,  a i d e s ,  and p a r e n t s ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  
John  S t r i c k l e y l s  t h i r d - g r a d e  c l a s s  and 
nonna N e l s o n ' s  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t i o n  
c l a s s .  R e a d e r s  may have  s e e n  news o f  
t h e  t r i p  r e p o r t e d  on TV Channel  1 2 .  

The A p r i l  23 e x c u r s i o n  was a  f i r s t  
s t e p  toward  t h e  development  of  a  
p rogram which we hope t o  make 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  s c h o o l s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
Sou th  Coas t  b e g i n n i n g  n e x t  y e a r .  The 
t r i p  f o l l o w e d  a b o u t  1 8  months  o f  
p l a n n i n g  by museum s t a f f  and  G o l e t a  
Union Schoo l  D i s t r i c t  p e r s o n n e l .  

The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  program i s  t o  
a c q u a i n t  young p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r y  
and  a d v e n t u r e  o f  r a i l r o a d i n g ,  a s  w e l l  
a s  t o  a c h i e v e  o t h e r  e d u c a t i o n a l  g o a l s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t e a c h e r .  
The p i l o t  e f f o r t  i n c l u d e d  a  f i e l d  t r i p  
t o  G o l e t a  Depot ,  an  i n - c l a s s  p r e s e n t a -  
t i o n  by museum s t a f f ,  onboard  a c t i v i -  
t i e s  ( c o v e r i n g  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e ,  
h i s t o r y ,  geography ,  and r e a d i n g  and 
w r i t i n g  s k i l l s ) ,  and f o l l o w - u p  
c l a s s r o o m  e x e r c i s e s .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  we 
hope t o  add a  t e a c h e r ' s  g u i d e  a s  w e l l .  

Much of o u r  p l a n n i n g  was aimed a t  
p r e n a r i n g  Amtrak f o r  o u r  t r i p ,  and t h e  
e f f o r t  c e r t a i n l y  p a i d  o f f .  Whjle  we 
w a i t e d  f o r  t h e  t r a i n  a t  S a n t a  B a r b a r a ,  
T i c k e t  Agent V i c k i  Voss ,  who many mem- 
b e r s  met a t  o u r  Annual D i n n e r ,  came 
and met t h e  c h i l d r e n  p e r s o n a l l y ,  hand-  
i n g  o u t  compl imen ta ry  Amtrak e n g i n e e r  
h a t s .  Once on b o a r d ,  A t t e n d a n t  S t e v e  



D a l l g a i e r  showed u s  e v e r y  c o u r t e s y ,  
a l l o w i n g  us  t o  use  t h e  PA sys tem t o  
p o i n t  o u t  h i s t o r i c  s p o t s ,  l i k e  t h e  o l d  
Naples  Depot water  t o w e r ,  and o t h e r  
no tewor thy  f e a t u r e s  a l o n g  t h e  way. 

Ch ie f  of Onboard S e r v i c e s  Ron 
P e r k i n s  was most k i n d ,  g i v i n g  a  t r a i n -  
wide welcome t o  " t h e  c h i l d r e n  from La 
P a t e r a  Elementary  Schooll1 on t h e  PA 

Phyllis Olsen shares the museum with 
children before historic rail trip. 

and t a k i n g  e x t r a  t ime  t o  t a l k  w i t h  t h e  
k i d s  when he v i s i t e d  our  c a r  ( P h y l l i s  
had made c e r t a i n  t h a t  he r e c e i v e d  a  
r o u s i n g  chee r  when he e n t e r e d ) .  

The c h i l d r e n  e s p e c i a l l y  seemed t o  
e n j o y  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  
t r a i n  and t o  s e e  t h e  Space S h u t t l e  
Launch Complex a t  Vandenberg AFB. The 
o n l y  problem we had was w i t h  t h e  bus 
c h a r t e r e d  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  t r i p ,  which 
b roke  down n e a r  A t a s c a d e r o .  

Deepest  t h a n k s  a r e  ex tended  t o  La 
P a t e r a  t e a c h e r  and I n s t i t u t e  member 
John S t r  i c k l e y ,  who worked v e r y  h a r d  
on t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  t o  make i t  a s  p roduc-  
t i v e  and s u c c e s s f u l  a s  p o s s i b l e .  We 
hope t h a t  John w i l l  be  a b l e  t o  work 
w i t h  u s  over  t h e  coming months on t h e  
f u r t h e r  r e f i n e m e n t  of  t h i s  impor tan t  
e d u c a t i o n a l  program. 

History in  the Making - -  One of  t h e  
un ique  f e a t u r e s  of  ou r  r a i l  t r i p  were 
t h e  t i c k e t s ,  which were i s s u e d  a t  
G o l e t a  Depot - - someth ing  which h a s n ' t  
happened h e r e  s i n c e  1965,  when t h e  
l a s t  passenger  t r a i n  t o  s e r v e  G o l e t a ,  
t h e  l l l o c a l  ,11 was d i s c o n t i n u e d .  

L ike  t o d a y ' s  Coast  S t a r l i g h t ,  t h e  
named passenger  t r a i n s  of  y e s t e r d a y  - -  
t h e  n a y l i g h t ,  La rk ,  and o t h e r s  - -  
s topped  o n l y  a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c i t i e s ,  
w h i l e  t h e  slow-moving l o c a l  t r a i n s  
a t t e n d e d  t o  Go le ta  and o t h e r  s m a l l  
communi t ies .  They c a r r i e d  m a i l ,  m i l k ,  
and o t h e r  goods - -  a s  w e l l  a s  p a s s e n -  
g e r s  - -  from one town t o  t h e  n e x t .  

The A p r i l  2 3  a d v e n t u r e  had many 
h i s t o r i c a l  a n t e c e d e n t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
d u r i n g  t h e  l o c a l 1 s  l a s t  d a y s ,  when 
s e v e r a l  s c h o o l  g roups  booked p a s s a g e  
on t h e  v a n i s h i n g  mixed t r a i n s .  On May 
1 9 ,  1965,  t h e  day b e f o r e  t h e  f i n a l  
r u n ,  a  group o f  35 c h i l d r e n ,  p a r e n t s ,  
and t e a c h e r s  from Montec i to  Nursery  
School  took  a  f a r e w e l l  t r i p ,  f l a g g i n g  
t h e  t r a i n  a t  Go le t a  and t r a v e l i n g  t o  
C a r p i n t e r i a .  The p r e v i o u s  day ,  s econd-  

g r a d e r s  from Adams School  i n  S a n t a  
Barba ra  made t h e  same 1 8 - m i l e  jou rney .  

A Drawing for Kids t o  Color - -  H i l d a  
Volkman s p e n t  a  r e c e n t  S p r i n g  day 
p r e p a r i n g  a  l o v e l y  ink  s k e t c h  of  t h e  
d e p o t .  Then, Husband A l  s u p p l i e d  t h e  
f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h ,  a d d i n g  b l o c k  l e t t e r -  
i n g ,  l lGole ta  nepo t  ," and a n o t h e r  
museum p r o j e c t  was a lmos t  r e a d y .  

The s k e t c h  was r ep roduced  on heavy . 
w h i t e  paper  and we began g i v i n g  them 
away f o r  c h i l d r e n  v i s i t i n g  t h e  museum 
t o  t a k e  home and c o l o r .  In  l e s s  t h a n  
two months,  s e v e r a l  hundred c o p i e s  of  
t h e  c o l o r i n g  page have  been passed  
o u t .  The r e s p o n s e  from k i d s  and 
p a r e n t s  a l i k e  h a s  been t e r r i f i c .  

Work Days - -  Much p r o g r e s s  on museum 
p r o j e c t s  and ma in tenance  h a s  been made 
d u r i n g  r e c e n t  Work S a t u r d a y s .  Those 
who have g i v e n  of  t h e i r  t ime  t o  keep  
o u r  program on t r a c k  i n c l u d e  Malcolm 
A l e x a n d e r ,  Ray B a i r d ,  Ralph  Moore, 
Gary Coombs, Bob B u r t n e s s ,  nav id  
Hackleman, P h y l l i s  O l s e n ,  P e r r y  Adams, 
Gene Boswel l ,  S c o t t  Moore, Gene A l l e n ,  
and A l  J a r a m i l l o .  

Harbor Faire - -  The I n s t i t u t e  was one 
o f  t h r e e  dozen l o c a l  n o n - p r o f i t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  
i n a u g u r a l  S a n t a  Barba ra  Harbor F a i r e .  
The May 16  e v e n t  was an e x c e l l e n t  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s h a r e  o u r  programs w i t h  
v i s i t o r s  a s  w e l l  a s  l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s ,  
and a l s o  t o  s e l l  books from t h e  
s h e l v e s  of  t h e  Museum Shop. S t a f f i n g  
c h o r e s  a t  ou r  boo th  were s h a r e d  by 
Judy P r i t i k i n ,  n i a n a  Mina, P h y l l i s  
O l sen ,  and Gary Coombs. Thanks a l s o  t o  
Gene Boswel.1 f o r  making h i m s e l f  
a v a i l a b l e  a s  a  r e ~ l a c e m e n t  v o l u n t e e r .  

Caboose Restoration Gets Head Start - -  
Las t  f a l l  we were c o n t a c t e d  by two 

l o c a l  men, Ron Robinson and S t e v e  
H e l l e r ,  who had developed a  new 
p r o d u c t  f o r  c l e a n i n g  l a r g e  commercial  
v e h i c l e s  and equipment ,  i n c l u d i n g  j e t  
a i r c r a f t ,  b u s e s ,  and r a i l r o a d  c a r s .  
They were i n t e r e s t e d ,  t 3 e y  s a i d ,  i n  
u s i n g  o u r  caboose  a s  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  
f o r  t h e i r  a s - y e t  -unnamed llgoopll  and 
o f f e r e d  t o  c l e a n  t h e  c a r  i n  exchange 
f o r  a  few l l b e f o r e - a n d - a f t e r l l  p h o t o s .  

Ron per formed t h e  a c t u a l  work, 
between Thanksg iv ing  and C h r i s t m a s .  
The e a s e  w i t h  which t h e  j e l l y - l i k e  
compound seemed t o  m e l t  away y e a r s  of  
accumula ted  p o l l u t a n t s ,  o x i d i z e d  
p a i n t ,  and baked-on grime was t r u l y  
r e m a r k a b l e .  The most impressed  were 
t h o s e  who had t r i e d  i n  v a i n  t o  improve 
t h e  c a b o o s e l s  appea rance  t h r o u g h  t h e  
v i g o r o u s  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  " i n d u s t r i a l -  
s t r e n g t h f 1  c l e a n s e r s ,  s p o t  removers ,  
h a r s h  d e t e r g e n t s ,  and o t h e r  
c o m m e r c i a l l y - a v a i l a b l e  p r o d u c t s .  

The end r e s u l t  was even more i n -  
c r e d i b l e .  Once a  d a r k ,  d i n g y ,  d u s t y  
brown, t h e  caboose  came a l i v e  w i t h  a  
b r i g h t  new b r i c k - r e d  l u s t r e .  Indeed ,  
s e v e r a l  p e o p l e  who had s e e n  
and " a f t e r  ," b u t  n o t  l1in-between,1l 



t o l d  u s  what a  n i c e  p a i n t  job t h e  
caboose  had r e c e i v e d !  

Train-Order Hook-Post - - The o l d  
t r a i n - o r d e r  p o s t  f rom t h e  S a n t a  
B a r b a r a  p a s s e n g e r  depo t  h a s  been  
i n s t a l l e d .  The 1 2 - f o o t  s i l v e r  p o l e ,  
comple t e  w i t h  l a d d e r  and b r a c k e t s ,  

was g i v e n  t o  t h e  museum by S o u t h e r n  
P a c i f i c  i n  1985 ,  when w r i t t e n  t r a i n  
o r d e r s  were d i s c o n t i n u e d  on t h e  c o a s t  
between Los Angeles  and San J o s e .  

P e r r y  Adams dug t h e  f o u n d a t i o n ,  
t h e n  Gene A l l e n  poured  t h e  c o n c r e t e ,  
p r e p a r e d  t h e  b a s e ,  and ,  a s s i s t e d  by 
Glenn Apers  and h i s  s o n ,  Glenn Apers  
11, r a i s e d  t h e  p o l e .  

P a u l  Conover and  o t h e r  museum 
a g e n t s  have  been p o s t i n g  o r d e r - l a d e n  
h i - s p e e d e r s  on t h e  p o l e  a s  a  demon- 
s t r a t i o n  f o r  depo t  v i s i t o r s .  A 
companion d i s p l a y  on t r a i n  o r d e r s ,  
p r e p a r e d  by Gary Coombs and u s i n g  
p h o t o g r a p h s  by Bonnie  and P e r r y  Adams, 
now hangs  i n  t h e  f r e i g h t  o f f i c e .  

Speeder Restoration - -  Ed Lebeck and 
Warren Johnson  have made an i n i t i a l  
e f f o r t  toward  r e j u v e n a t i n g  t h e  S a n t a  
Fe s p e e d e r  which Warren r e c e n t l y  
d o n a t e d  t o  t h e  museum. Ed r e w i r e d  t h e  
e l e c t r i c a l  sys t em,  w h i l e  Warren 
r e b u i l t  t h e  s e a t  p l a t f o r m ,  u s i n g  oak 
and  w a l n u t  t o  p roduce  a  handsome, 
n a t u r a l - w o o d  f i n i s h .  

Asphalt Regatta - -  Much g r a t i t u d e  i s  
owed t o  t h o s e  who t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  
F i f t h  Annual A s p h a l t  R e g a t t a  on March 
1 4 .  P a r t i c i p a n t s  i n c l u d e d  Gene A l l e n ,  
Bob B u r t n e s s ,  N e l l i e  Casse lman,  Anna 
Da to ,  George Adams, Diana Mina,  Gary 
Coombs, P h y l l i s  O l s e n ,  John  Marshal l .  
S t a r r ,  Kip and S t e v e n  Kramer,  B i l l  and 
J a n i s  S h i n n ,  Ron and C h r i s t i n e  Negus, 
Mar i e  Harden ,  Eugene Boswe l l ,  Amanda 
and Timothy Chavez,  and members o f  t h e  
Ralph  Moore Fami ly ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  g roup  
t o  j o i n  i n  t h e  f u n  and f u n d - r a i s i n g .  

T h i s  y e a r ' s  e v e n t  was r e l a t i v e l y  
u n e v e n t f u l .  The re  were  no c r a s h e s  and 
no one go t  l o s t .  Diana i n t r o d u c e d  
r o l l e r  s k a t i n g  t o  t h e  e v e n t  - -  one  o f  
t h e  few modes p r e v i o u s l y  u n t r i e d .  

I n  s u p p o r t  on t h e  day ,  K a r i  Olsen  
Adams s e r v e d  a s  o f f i c i a l  r e g i s t r a r  and 
' ' gua rd i an  of  t h e  food , l l  w h i l e  Judy  
Savage and H i l d a  Volkman were i n d i s -  
p e n s a b l e  a s  d i s p e n s e r s  o f  w a t e r  and 
d i r e c t i o n s  a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e .  

Caboose Project - -  Yore t h a n  300 spon-  
s o r s  have  p l edged  $5 ,900  toward  t h e  
r e n o v a t i o n  o f  o u r  c a b o o s e .  Work on t h e  
o l d  l'crummy" s h o u l d  b e g i n  i n  e a r n e s t  
f o l l o w i n g  o u r  busy  summer s c h e d u l e .  

P e r s o n s  who were n o t  a s k e d  t o  make 
a  R e g a t t a  p l e d g e  may s t i l l .  make a t a x -  
d e d u c t i b l e  d o n a t i o n  t o  t h e  caboose  
p r o j e c t .  Checks s h o u l d  be made payab le  
t o  "Gole ta  Depot Fundu and  m a i l e d  t o :  
"Caboosew,  G o l e t a  Depot RR Museum, 300 
N .  Los C a r n e r o s  Road, G o l e t a ,  C A  93117. 

Agents/Docents to Meet - -  The n e x t  
m e e t i n g  o f  a l l  a g e n t s  and d o c e n t s  i s  

s c h e d u l e d  f o r  S a t u r d a y ,  J u n e  20 ,  
b e g i n n i n g  a t  11 a.m. a t  t h e  d e p o t .  
Anyone i n t e r e s t e d  i n  becoming a  d o c e n t  
o r  a g e n t ,  o r  i n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e s e  
v o l u n t e e r  p rog rams ,  i s  encouraged  t o  
a t t e n d ,  o r  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  
o f f i c e  (964-3549) .  

New Track Laid - -  The m a i n l i n e  t r a c k  
i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  depo t  h a s  been  
e x t e n d e d  3 3  f e e t ,  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  one 
s t a n d a r d  r a i l .  T h i s  i s  t h e  t r a c k  a d d i -  
t i o n  t h a t  was i n c l u d e d  a t  o u r  r e q u e s t  
i n  t h e  Lake Los C a r n e r o s  P a r k  Mas te r  
P l a n .  While  s h o r t ,  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  i s  
c r u c i a l  b e c a u s e  i t  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  
i n s p e c t i o n  s p e e d e r  t o  c l e a r  t h e  h o u s e -  
t r a c k  s w i t c h  more e a s i l y  and  s a f e l y .  

The t r a c k  m a t e r i a l s  came from t h e  
o l d  S e a r s  warehouse  s p u r ,  on t h e  wes t  
s i d e  o f  La P a t e r a  Lane,  a c r o s s  f rom 
t h e  Lemon House.  They were  a  g i f t  of  
t h e  p r o p e r t y  owner ,  Mr. Lewis S t o r r s .  

The d o n a t  i o n  i n c l u d e d  a d d i t i o n a l  
t i e s ,  r a i l ,  and a  p a i r  o f  c a r  s t o p s .  
The l a t t e r  were p o s i t i o n e d  a t  t h e  
s o u t h  end o f  t h e  m a i n l i n e ,  o s t e n s i b l y  
t o  p r e v e n t  a n y  wayward m o t o r c a r s  o r  
c a h o o s e s  (heaven  f o r b i d ! )  f rom p l u n g -  
i n g  i n t o  t h e  a d j o i n i n g  p a r k  l o w l a n d s .  

A c rew o f  f i v e  d e p o t  v o l u n t e e r s  
i n s t a l l e d  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  t r a c k a g e  on 

Gandy dancers pose during track-laying. 

A p r i l  1 8 .  T rack  gang members were  
P e r r y  Adams, Ma1 colm A l e x a n d e r ,  Gene 
Boswe l l ,  S a l p h  Moore, and  S c o t t  Moore. 
B a l l a s t i n g  i s  y e t  t o  be done.  

Week-Day Museum Program - -  Bob McNeel 
and H i l d a  Volkman a r e  now s e r v i n g  a s  
museum v o l u n t e e r s  on s e l e c t e d  
weekdays.  Tn a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  r e g u l a r  
mon th ly  t u r n  a s  a  S a t u r d a y  a g e n t ,  Bob 
h a s  been  p u t t i n g  i n  one day  a week, 
g e n e r a l l y  F r i d a y ,  a s  a g e n t  s j n c e  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  of A p r i l .  May 1 4 ,  H i l d a  
s t a r t e d  g r e e t i n g  museum v i s i t o r s  on 
Thur sdays  on a  t r i a l  b a s i s .  

For t h e  p a s t  two y e a r s ,  t h e  museum 
h a s  been  managed on weekdays by s t a f f  
members P h y l l i s  O l sen  and Gary Coombs. 
A s  v i s i t o r  numbers have  r i s e n ,  how- 
e v e r ,  i t  h a s  p r o v e n  more and more 
d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them t o  wa tch  o v e r  t h e  
museum and p e r f o r m  t h e i r  o t h e r  d u t i e s .  

The a d d i t i o n  of  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  
a s s i s t  on weekdays h a s  a l r e a d y  
n o t i c e a b l y  improved t h e  museum's 
a b i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  t h e  v i s i t i n g  p u b l i c ,  



and it is  hoped t h a t  an ex  a n s i o n  o f  E t h i s  program w i l l  b e  p o s s i  l e .  Anyone 
who is  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d e v o t i n g  a t  l e a s t  
one weekday a f t e r n o o n  e a c h  month t o  
h e l p  s t a f f  t h e  museum is  u rged  t o  
c o n t a c t  P h y l l i s  o r  Gary.  

Handcar Team Members Needed - -  I f  you 
a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  j o i n i n g  a  5-member 
G o l e t a  Depot R a i l r o a d  Museum team 
which w i l l  e n t e r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Handcar 
Races ,  S e p t .  18-20  i n  Sac ramen to ,  
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  Gary Coombs (964-3549)  
a s  soon a s  p o s s i b l e .  The e v e n t  i s  open 
t o  men and women o f  a l l  a g e s .  No 
e x p e r i e n c e  is  n e c e s s a r y .  

Volunteers - -  I n  March, we began t o  
keep  t r a c k  o f  t h e  number o f  h o u r s  t h a t  
o u r  members and f r i e n d s  were g i v i n g  t o  
t h e  museum. An amazing t o t a l  o f  360 
d o n a t e d  h o u r s  were r e c o r d e d  t h a t  f i r s t  
month.  Let it n e v e r  be  s a i d  t h a t  v o l -  
u n t e e r s  a r e n ' t  c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  
o f  t h e  G o l e t a  Depot R a i l r o a d  Museum! 

Count i s  b e i n g  k e p t  o f  t h e  t i m e  
c o n t r i b u t e d  by a g e n t s ,  d o c e n t s ,  model 
r a i l r o a d e r s ,  o r  p e r s o n s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  o r g a n i z e d  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
m e e t i n g s ,  Work Days,  and s p e c i a l  
e v e n t s .  I f  you a r e  d o i n g  v o l u n t e e r  
museum work i n  your  home, away from 
t h e  d e p o t ,  o r  on your  own, p l e a s e  
r e p o r t  your  h o u r s  t o  Gary Coombs a t  
t h e  end of  e a c h  month. E a s y - t o - u s e  
forms  a r e  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  anyone 
d o i n g  f r e q u e n t  v o l u n t e e r  work. 

New Members - -  Welcome t o  o u r  newes t  
members: Home S a v i n g s  of  America ,  Bev 
G i l l i l a n d ,  Douglas  G .  Abbe, R o b e r t  A .  
G i l r o y ,  and Mr. and Mrs. Homer Dahms. 

Annual Dinner - -  A s  a l w a y s ,  t h e  Annual 
Dinner  on A p r i l  28 made f o r  an  e n j o y -  
a b l e  and e v e n t f u l  e v e n i n g .  Many o f  
t h o s e  p r e s e n t  commented on what a  n i c e  
job t h e  H o l i d a y  Inn  s t a f f  had done i n  
r e a d y i n g  t h e  room and p r e p a r i n g  and 
s e r v i n g  t h e  mea l .  

Those i n  a t t e n d a n c e  were t r e a t e d  t o  
a  t e l e v i s e d  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  news 
f e a t u r e s  and o t h e r  v i d e o - t a p e d  i t e m s  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  d e p o t ,  compi led  by 
Bob Brown. Another  h i g h l i g h t  was a  
memorable s n a p - s h o t  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
d e p o t  p r o j e c t  and museum, p r e p a r e d  
o v e r  many o f f - d u t y  h o u r s  by P h y l l i s  
O l s e n .  I n c l u d e d  were h u n d r e d s  o f  p e r -  
s o n a l  c o l o r  p h o t o s  g o i n g  back t o  1980 .  

Service Awards - - A number o f  awards  
were p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  Annual D i n n e r ,  
i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  v o l u n t e e r  e f f o r t s  by 
members. R e c e i v i n g  awards  were P e r r y  
and  Bonnie  Adams, f o r  g i v i n g  t r a i n  
r i d e s  on Depot Days,  f o r  many h o u r s  o f  
a s s i s t a n c e  on v a r i o u s  p r o j e c t s ,  and 
f o r  p h o t o g r a p h i c  s e r v i c e s ;  H i l d a  and 
A 1  Volkman, f o r  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  A s p h a l t  
R e g a t t a  and f o r  p r e p a r i n g  a r t  work f o r  
t h e  museum; Bob McNeel, f o r  f a i t h f u l  
s e r v i c e  a s  a  museum a g e n t ,  and f o r  
h e l p i n g  w i t h  t h e  model r a i l r o a d  e x h i -  
b i t  r e s e a r c h ;  and  Malcolm A l e x a n d e r ,  
f o r  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  Work S a t u r -  

d a y s  and t h e  model r a i l r o a d ,  and f o r  
h i s  exempla ry  a t t i t u d e  a s  a  v o l u n t e e r .  

V i c h a e l  Glassow r e c e i v e d  a  f ramed 
commendation from t h e  boa rd  o f  d i r e c -  
t o r s ,  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  y e a r s  o f  
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ,  a s  p r e s i -  
d e n t ,  b o a r d  member, and v o l u n t e e r .  

Sterling Award - -  The Annual n i n n e r  
a l s o  marked t h e  t h i r d  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  
t h e  S t e r l i n g  Award f o r  V o l u n t a r y  
S e r v i c e  t o  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  American 
R e s e a r c h .  The r e c i p i e n t  was Ra lph  
Moore. f a m i l i a r  t o  anyone who r e a d s  
t h e  ~ e ~ o t  D i s p a t c h ,  whose p a g e s  a r e  
f i l l e d  w i t h  a c c o u n t s  o f  h i s  d e e d s .  

The symbo l i c  s t e r l i n g  s i l v e r  p i n  
was p r e s e n t e d  by Eugene A l l e n ,  
cha i rman  o f  t h e  G o l e t a  n e p o t  Committee 
and l a s t  y e a r ' s  r e c i p i e n t .  I n  h i s  
p r e s e n t a t i o n  s p e e c h ,  A l l e n  r e l a t e d  how 
Moore " f i r s t  became i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  
depo t  p r o j e c t  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  
1982 ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  had 
been  moved t o  Los C a r n e r o s  P a r k . "  

A l l e n  went on t o  d e s c r i b e  how Ralph  
"and s t u d e n t s  i n  h i s  A p p r e n t i c e  
C a r p e n t e r ' s  c l a s s  were chosen  ' n e p o t  
F r i e n d  o f  t h e  Month ' f o r  F e b r u a r y  
1982 ,  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  v a l u a b l e  
work t h e y  were  d o i n g  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  
Depot I s  a g i n g  wooden f r a m i n g .  The 
group  would d e v o t e  many S a t u r d a y s  i n  
e a r l y  1982 t o  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  p e r f o r m i n g  
most o f  t h e  c a r p e n t r y  d u r i n g  t h i s  
c r i t i c a l  p e r i o d .  

Moore "was one o f  t h e  museum's 
f i r s t  d o c e n t s .  He s e r v e d  from December 
1982 ,  when r e g u l a r  Sunday a f t e r n o o n  
t o u r s  were  s t a r t e d ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  end of  
1984." A l l e n  s a i d .  ''He was added t o  
t h e  Depot Committee i n  J u l y  1983 .  

" I f  you v i s i t  t h e  d e p o t ,  you c a n  
s e e  s i g n s  o f  h i s  woodworking s k i l l s  
everywhere  t h a t  r e c e n t  c a r p e n t r y  h a s  
been  done .  A p a r t i a l  l i s t  o f  p r o j e c t s  
i n v o l v i n g  h i s  c a r p e n t r y  i n c l u d e s :  t h e  
' G o l e t a '  s i g n b o a r d s  on t h e  d e p o t  
e a v e s ;  t h e  f o u r  b e n c h e s  g r a c i n g  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  p e r i m e t e r ;  t h e  e x p r e s s  
c o u n t e r  and c a b i n e t s  i n  t h e  f r e i g h t  
o f f i c e ;  and  s e v e r a l  museum e x h i b i t  
c a s e s  and f r a m e s .  

" In  between c a r p e n t r y  p r o j e c t s ,  
Ra lph  f i n d s  t i m e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  
o t h e r  d e p o t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
l a y i n g  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d - g a u g e  t r a c k  i n  
f r o n t  o f  t h e  d e p o t .  He and f a m i l y  
members have  been  i n  t h e  A s p h a l t  
R e g a t t a  s i n c e  1985 ,  r a i s i n g  h u n d r e d s  
o f  d o l l a r s  f o r  ma jo r  museum p r o j e c t s .  

"Ralph i s  a lways  r e a d y  t o -  h e l p  on 
s p e c i a l  e v e n t  d a y s  l i k e  Depot Day o r  
t h e  F o u r t h  o f  J u l y ,  and i t  i s  a  r a r e  
Work S a t u r d a y  o r  n e p o t  Committee 
m e e t i n g  t h a t  he  i s  r e c o r d e d  a b s e n t . "  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  Ra lph  f o r  t h i s  
w e l l - d e s e r v e d  h o n o r !  


